SECTION LIAISON JOB DESCRIPTION

Section liaisons serve as their section’s representative to the American Public Health Association – Student Assembly (APHA-SA).  This position will also provide students with a unique opportunity to become more cognizant of national student initiatives within the American Public Health Association (APHA) as well as foster student involvement with in the sections.  A liaison plays a key role in APHA-SA by facilitating communication between their respective section and the APHA-SA by disseminating information about APHA-SA to their section leadership and vice versa.  It does not take a significant amount of time to serve as a liaison.    

Roles and Responsibilities

Section liaisons play an integral role at the organizational level by advancing APHA-SA’s mission to enhance students’ educational experience and professional development by providing information, resources, and opportunities through communication, advocacy, and networking.  Specifically, section liaisons will:

1. Advocate for the development and promotion of student involvement, recognition, and leadership in their section by:

a. Disseminating information to their section about student programs in other sections and in APHA-SA,

b. Remaining in continual contact with their section’s leadership;

2. Promote their section within APHA-SA by:

a. Providing information about student opportunities within their section to APHA-SA leadership and fellow APHA student members,

b. Maintaining open communication with the APHA-SA Advancement Committee Chair(s),

c. Guiding APHA-SA by providing feedback on how our organization can better serve students of Public Health and other Health-Related disciplines;

3. Assist other section liaisons in advocating for student opportunities within APHA sections by:

a. Relaying their experiences of improving communication with section leadership,

b. Sharing their tools for promoting and developing student programs within their section. 

The Advancement Committee will provide assistance to section liaisons in all activities.  Specifically the Advancement Committee will:

1. Provide a venue via listserv for all liaisons to:

· Share ideas and activities among liaisons to strengthen their role and ability to provide relevant information to section leaders and to better serve as the section representative to the APHA-SA;

· Receive general APHA student member updates and APHA-SA program updates to communicate to section leadership.

2. Host a quarterly conference call to:

· Relay the activities of the APHA-SA and APHA to liaisons;

· Provide liaisons the opportunity for sharing ideas and suggesting strategies for advancing the section liaison program and general opportunities for student involvement within APHA;

· Highlight activity(ies) within APHA sections that promote student involvement and leadership;

3.    Advocating for student participation and leadership in APHA specifically through the Section Liaison Program.  

